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SUBJECT: GRAND RABBI REVIEWS ARGENTINE POLITICAL SITUATION 

1 . GRAND RABBI OF BUENOS AIRES, FITTERMAN, CALLED ON 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS BRAY 
ON NOVEMBER 10. RABBI WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID GET T ER 

OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE. GEORGE LISTER OF ARA, 

MONCRIEFF SPEAR OF D/HA AND FERNANDO RONDON OF ARA/ECA 
WERE ALSO PRESENT. FITTERMAN WAS ANXIOUS THAT HIS REMARKS 
BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. AFTER DISCUSSING THE GROWTH OF THE 
MONTONEROS, THE RABBI COMMENTED ON PRESIDENT VIDELA'S POWER 
EXPRESSING SERIOUS CONCERN THAT AN EXTREMIST RIGHT-WING 
GOVERNMENT WOULD ASSUME CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT IF VTDF.LA 
FAILED. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE URGED U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
VIDELA. 

2. FITTERMAN CLAIMED THE MONTONEROS ARE GROWING IN NUMBERS 
BECAUSE DISSATISFIED WORKERS ARE JOINING THEIR RANKS. HE 
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NOTED THAT BUS FARE HAD GONE UP FOUR TIMES, THAT MEAT HAD 
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RISEN SIX TIMES AND THAT WORKERS WERE BEGINNING TO GO 
HUNGRY. HE COMMENTED THAT ECONOMY MINISTER MARTINEZ DE HOZ 
WAS TRYING TO EXPORT EVERYTHING ABROAD THAT COULD BE 
SOLD SUCH AS LEATHER AND MEAT; RABBI SAID A PORTION OF 
THESE THINGS SHOULD BE RESERVED FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION. 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT ADMIT IT, HE ADDED, BUT 

HARD-PRESSED WORKERS ARE TURNING TO MONTONEROS. 

3. RABBI WAS CONCERNED THAT PRESIDENT VIDELA WILL NOT 
LAST IN POWER. HE SAID VIDELA IS AN HONEST, CLEAN, 

PURITANICAL (SIC) INDIVIDUAL, WHO RESISTED BEING NAMED 
PRESIDENT. FITTERMAN SAID VIDELA IS WEAK, HOWEVER, AND 
THE ULTRA RIGHT WING WOULD INHERIT POWER, I.E., GENERALS 
MENENDEZ (MENTIONED SEVERAL TIMES), BUSSI, CAPET .LINT. AND 
AGOSTI. FOREIGN MINISTER GUZZETTI WAS ALSO PUT IN THIS 
CAMP. RABBI WARNED THAT POSSIBILITY ALSO EXISTED THAT 
SOME LEFTIST GENERAL WITH MONTONERO SUPPORT COULD ALSO 
TAKE POWER. 

4. POSSIBILITY OF AN EXTREME RIGHTIST GENERAL PARTICU- 
LARLY HAUNTED FITTERMAN. HE DESCRIBED ARMY THIRST FOR 
VENGEANCE AND FELT THAT THOUSANDS, ESPECIALLY THE JEWS, 
WOULD BE MURDERED IF RIGHTISTS TOOK OVER. HE NOTED THAT 
ARMY IS SUFFERING DAILY LOSSES AND WANTS TO RETALIATE. 

SUCH RETALIATION WOULD BE UNLEASHED BY A RIGHTIST 
SUCCESSOR. HE USED THE WORD BLOOD BATH. 

5. FITTERMAN URGED U.S. PRESSURE ON VIDELA SO THAT AAA 
RIGHTIST SQUADS COULD BE ELIMINATED. HE ATTRIBUTED WORSE 
RIGHT-WING, ANTI-SEMITIC VIOLENCE TO THIS ORGANIZATION. 

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, HE WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED TO 
CONGRESSIONAL SANCTIONS AGAINST ARGENTINA OR ANY PUBLIC 
CRITICISM OF VIDELA. IN OTHER WORDS, HE WANTED TO SEE 
PRESSURE APPLIED BUT IN NO WAY WHICH COULD THREATEN 
VIDELA. 

6. FITTERMAN 

WAS ALSO SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH CONGRES- 
SIONAL STAFFERS. 
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7. HE IS NOT PLANNING TO RETURN TO ARGENTINA FOR NOW. 

HE FEARS LEFT-WING COULD KIDNAP HIM AND FORCE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY TO RANSOM HIM. FITTERMAN IS A NATURALIZED 
AMERICAN CITIZEN. 

8. AFTER CONVERSATION, FITTERMAN REITERATED HIS CONCERN 
THAT HIS CALL ON DEPARTMENT BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 
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DEPARTMENT ASSURED RABBI THAT CALL AND SUBJECTS DISCUSSED 
WOULD BE KEPT STRICTLY REPEAT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 
KISSINGER 
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